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NEW FACILITIES AT POTHOLE TRAILHEAD WILL INCREASE AMENITIES AND  

ACCESS AT LAKE PIRU RECREATION AREA 

 

A parking lot and restroom constructed by UWCD to open March 1. 

 

Oxnard, CA (March 1, 2021) – United Water Conservation District’s long-awaited Pothole Trailhead 

parking and restroom facility in the Lake Piru Recreation Area opens to the public on March 1, greatly 

expanding hiking opportunities in the Los Padres National Forest. 

 

The launch of the new facility gives direct access to the trailhead, thanks to the opening of the gate at the 

Juan Fernandez Boat Launch Area at Lake Piru by the U.S. Forest Service. The new facility will save 

hikers a nearly 3-mile trek on Piru Canyon Road from the boat launch area to the trailhead (see attached 

map). Visitors should be aware that Lake Piru Recreation Area charges a Day Use fee of $14 per vehicle 

and requires masks and social distancing. 

 

“We are excited to be able to increase the incredible recreation opportunities around Lake Piru and 

introduce more people to the many trails and beautiful scenery of our public lands,” said UWCD General 

Manager Mauricio Guardado. “When the facility opens, the weather should be perfect for some outdoor 

fun, so I hope people will lace up their hiking boots, grab their day pack and water bottle and come check 

it out.” 

 

From the trailhead, hikers and backpackers can travel through the Sespe Wilderness, passing a spring and 

a 19th century homestead cabin with old farming tools still in place. The 4.7-mile hike ends at the Pothole, a 

natural sink of lush grassland surrounded by willows and cottonwoods.  

 

A second path, Agua Blanca Trail, is a long loop route that meanders through a dramatic rock passageway 

known as Devils Gateway. Hikers can also opt for a path to an upper ridge that provides views of Piru 

Creek before descending to the road between Lake Piru and Blue Point. 

 

“The natural and recreational resources in this area are abundant and the Pothole Trailhead improvements 

are an important addition that will serve the community well,” said Karina Medina, District Ranger for 

the Mt. Pinos and Ojai Ranger Districts on the Los Padres National Forest. 

 

The Forest Service was instrumental in guiding the project to completion and UWCD is grateful for the 

agency’s assistance. 

 

The District is eager to welcome more visitors to the Lake Piru Recreation Area and Los Padres National 

Forest to experience the awe-inspiring vistas and wildlife, which includes condors, owls and eagles. 
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About United Water Conservation District  

Since 1927, United Water Conservation District (District) has served as a leader among water agencies by managing, 

protecting, enhancing and securing the water resources of the Santa Clara River and Oxnard Coastal Plain. The District 

works to protect the environment’s natural attributes and conserves runoff from all major tributaries of the Santa Clara 

River including Piru, Hopper, Sespe and Santa Paula Creeks. Committed to managing the area’s water supplies through 

groundwater replenishment and the construction and operation of efficient water supply and delivery systems, the 

District serves as the conservator of groundwater resources that are utilized by the cities of Oxnard, Port Hueneme, 

Ventura, Santa Paula and Fillmore, as well as Naval Base Ventura County and several mutual water districts, farms and 

individual pumpers. The District also provides surface water for agricultural irrigation and treated drinking water to the 

cities of Oxnard and Port Hueneme.  

www.unitedwater.org 

 

www.facebook.com/UnitedWaterConservationDistrict/ 

 

www.ExploreLakePiru.com 

 

www.facebook.com/UWCDLakePiru 
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